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“The City of West Wendover is an equal opportunity provider.” 

 

 

WEST WENDOVER CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF THE REGULAR 

MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 
 

 

The West Wendover City Council met for a regular meeting on September 6, 2011.  The meeting was held at the 

West Wendover City Hall, Council Chambers #137.  Mayor Andersen presided. 

 

Council Members Present:  Bryant Blake, Roy Briggs, Emily Carter, Johnny Gorum and Izzy Gutierrez 

 

Others Present:  Dixie Melville, Mike Crawford, John Hanson, Kris Andersen, Sandy Kelsey, Brian Boatman, 

Benjamin Collazo, Robert Salyer, Ron Supp, Bryce Kimber, Jeff Knudtson, Chris Melville and Anna Bartlome 

 

The following proceedings were had. 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Mayor Andersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  All those present and excused are noted above. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Andersen led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. COMMENTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC: 
Mike Crawford, Mayor of Wendover Utah, gave an update on events and issues for Wendover Utah.  The 

update included the following:   

 The next Wendover City Council Meeting will be held September 7, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the Utah 

Community Building.  The building has just undergone a remodel. 

 The new reader sign is now in place and operational at the Wendover Utah City Offices. 

 Work is still taking place for a potential Bonneville Museum. 

4. *APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 
Council Member Gorum made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of August 16, 

2011.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Carter and passed unanimously. 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR 
*a. Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance #2011-06, Entitled “2011 Amendment to the 

Compensation Schedule for the Office of Chief Financial Officer” under Title 1, Chapter 16 of the 

West Wendover City Code 

Mayor Andersen read the above entitled ordinance.  Mayor Andersen stated that he does not agree with this 

ordinance, which increases the salary of the Chief Financial Officer.  Council Member Blake made the 

motion to adopt Ordinance #2011-06, entitled “2011 Amendment to the Compensation Schedule for the 

Office of Chief Financial Officer” under Title 1, Chapter 16 of the West Wendover City Code.  The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Gorum and passed.  Council Member Gutierrez voted nay. 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
*a. Discussion and Decision Regarding Change Order #1 for EECBG City Hall Solar Project 

and Other Matters Appropriately Related Thereto 

Chris Melville explained that the City Hall Solar Project was wrapping up; the project includes the N. Gene 

L. Jones Way Sidewalk and the City Hall Solar Projects.  Chris explained that the change order is for 
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$8,056.58.  Chris went through each projects cost, what was in-kind or grant funds, and that the total of the 

project would be right at the grant amount.  Council Member Blake made the motion to approve Change 

Order #1 for EECBG City Hall Solar Project.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Carter and 

passed unanimously. 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
*a. Discussion and Decision for Approval or Denial of Liquor License for VIP Club / Benjamin 

Collazo and Other Matters Appropriately Related Thereto 

Ron Supp explained that a background investigation had been conducted on the application submitted for 

Mr. Collazo.  Ron stated that during the investigation it was discovered that Mr. Collazo had left things off 

the application as it relates to criminal history.  Ron further stated that by leaving the items off the 

application and the type of offenses he recommends denying the liquor license for Mr. Collazo.  Robert 

Salyer, representing Benjamin Collazo, stated that he drafted the application for Mr. Collazo and that some 

errors had been made.  Robert Salyer stated that he has become aware of two convictions and that those 

items would not warrant denying the application.  Ron stated that there are two convictions and several 

other incidents that had not been listed.  Benjamin Collazo stated that he thought that after so many years 

things went off your record.  Benjamin Collazo also stated that he misunderstood when asked if he had 

been convicted of a crime, he thought it was if you had served a long period of time.  Robert Salyer 

apologized for the misunderstanding and requested that the application be approved.  Ron stated that he 

would like the Council to consider the nature of the offenses here locally and how those had been handled.  

Ron further stated that as far as a language barrier it should be put to rest as Mr. Collazo stood right here 

and spoke clearly.  Ron explained that the application asks you to list any crimes you have committed, 

regardless of whether arrested, stopped and/or convicted of a crime.  Council Member Gorum stated that he 

is not sure when legal counsel had been retained but items had been omitted from the application and 

therefore the application should not be approved.  Council Member Gutierrez stated that he had tried to 

contact Mr. Collazo to find out about arrests and did not feel he could make a decision at this time with the 

information that he has.  Council Member Briggs stated that he is inclined to go along with the Chiefs 

recommendation and that background investigations are done for a reason.  Council Member Blake asked if 

the recommendation would have been different if the items had been listed on the application.  Ron stated 

that due to the type of incidents he would have still recommended denying the application.  Council 

Member Carter stated that you cannot omit filing income taxes and that even if someone else fills out 

application you are still responsible to make sure information is correct.  Council Member Briggs made the 

motion to deny the liquor license for VIP Club / Benjamin Collazo.  The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Gorum and passed.  Council Member Gutierrez abstained. 

*b. Discussion and Decision Regarding Waiving the Utility Penalty Fees for Road and Highway 

Builders, LLC and Other Matters Appropriately Related Thereto 

Chris Melville had nothing to add to the memo which explained that the application clearly shows how the 

penalties are assessed and when.  The memo further showed the amount of the monthly bills, when they 

had been paid, when penalties were applied and current status of account.  Chris stated that the Council has 

not previously waived penalties in regards to utility accounts and if the penalty is waived it would open the 

door to the other utility users (currently over 1,100).  Council Member Blake made the motion to deny 

waiving the penalty fees for Road and Highway Builders, LLC.  The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Briggs and passed unanimously. 

*c. Report to Council per NRS 332.112 with Regard to the Emergency Contract let for Repairs 

to the 1.5 Million Gallon Reservoir of the Johnson Springs Transmission System and Other Matters 

Appropriately Related Thereto 

Chris Melville explained that his report as per NRS 332.112 which details the emergency contract let for 

repairs to the 1.5 million gallon reservoir of Johnson Springs Transmission System is attached.  Bryce 

Kimber explained that Rainy Day Water, Inc. has completed the repairs and that the disinfection has been 

rescheduled.  Bryce stated that once everything is completed a report will be provided.  Council Member 

Gorum made the motion to approve the report to Council per NRS 332.112 with regard to the emergency 

contract let for repairs to the 1.5 million gallon reservoir of the Johnson Springs Transmission System.  

Council Member Gorum amended his motion to accept the report to Council per NRS 332.112 with regard 

to the emergency contract let for repairs to the 1.5 million gallon reservoir of the Johnson Springs 

Transmission System.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Carter and passed unanimously. 

*d. Discussion and Decision Regarding Change Order #2 for EECBG City Hall Solar Project 

and Other Matters Appropriately Related Thereto 
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Chris Melville explained that due to the success of the solar project the Department of Energy would like to 

provide more grant funds to expand the project.  Chris explained that if approved the project would double 

the size of the array.  The construction cost would be $367,754.95 with engineering being $15,000.00 for a 

total of $382,754.95.  Chris explained that in-kind funds would be used for the project and if needed there 

was $10,000.00 in cash that had been budgeted for the original project but not used.  Council Member 

Gorum asked if Wells Rural Electric Company had approved the addition to the solar array.  Chris stated 

that they would approve the addition.  Council Member Gorum asked if due to the location of the building 

the proposed addition would be able to get the sun during the winter months.  Chris explained that the 

building would not interfere during the winter months.  Council Member Blake made the motion to approve 

Change Order #2 for EECBG City Hall Solar Project.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Briggs and passed unanimously. 

8. DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
Fire Chief – Jeff Knudtson had nothing to add to memo, which stated that the department responded to a 

wild land fire in Erickson Basin and was released when more help from the BLM and prison crews arrived.  

Annual inspections of sprinkler systems in the bigger casinos and some smaller businesses have been 

completed.  There had been some minor problems which have been fixed.  During the month training for 

Firefighter 1 practical’s are being done every week except for one when medical responses are done. 

 

The department responded to the following incidents from January 1, 2011 to September 1, 2011. 

 

Fires         16 

Overpressure rupture, explosion, overheat – no fire      0 

Rescue and Emergency Medical Service   154 

Hazardous Condition – No Fire        4 

Service Call        47 

Good Intent Call        22 

False Alarm and False Call        9 

Severe Weather and Natural Disaster       0 

Special Incident Type       44 

 

Police Chief – Ron Supp had nothing to add to memo, which stated that most of the classroom portion of 

training for the Reserve Officer Program has been completed.  Once completed they will do a final physical 

fitness test and POST test.  Upon successful completion of these items all documentation will be sent to 

POST and Reserve Certificates will be issued.  A dispatcher resigned their position effective August 15
th

; 

the position is now being advertised. 

 

The department responded to the following for the month of July and August. 

    July   August 

Calls for Service    611         637 

Adult Arrests      11           17 

Warrants Served        4           20 

Juvenile Arrests        0             1 

Citations Issued      98         116 

Transports        9             1 

Field Interviews        0             3 

Civil Papers Served     96         115 

 

City Clerk/Records Officer – Nothing. 

Chief Financial Officer 

Public Works Director – Bryce Kimber had nothing to add to memo, which stated that the department 

repaired the 16” waterline at the south west driveway of Pilot Truck Stop.  Two 8” vent pipes were 

replaced on the Montego Bay water tank that was part of the punch list from the sanitary survey done by 

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, this was the last repair needed to finish the list.  Three 

sprinkler lines needed to be repaired at the Welcome Center, Clinic and old City Offices.  The air operated 

valve on the dump truck tailgate had to be replaced as it would not open anymore.  A block wall in the 

northwest corner of the Clinic parking lot had to be repaired as someone had backed over it.  Three street 
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signs on Florence Way had been repaired over the past month.  A sink hole on Mesa Street has been fixed; 

it was caused by a sewer plug that had taken place in July.  The Garbage has been extra busy over the past 

month due to the races.  The Waste Water Phase 2 project is still moving along.  The contractor has done a 

lot of work inside the membrane building including electrical conduit, airlines and plumbing. 

City Manager – Chris Melville explained that he had handed out the color elevations for the McDonald’s 

remodel.  The approval for the color scheme would be on the next agenda.  Chris stated that a date for the 

ribbon cutting for the solar array would need to be determined.  Chris also stated that a date for evaluations 

for the Police Chief, Public Works Director and City Clerk would also need to be selected.  The memo 

stated that the Waste Water Phase 2 project is approximately 40% complete.  The design for the Wendover 

Boulevard Enhancement Phase 1 is in the process of being completed.  The remodel for McDonald’s 

should be underway in the next few weeks.  The remodel/facelift is valued at $500,000.00 and includes 

adding rock to the building as well as color change.  The consolidated tax for fiscal year 2010-2011 came 

in 23.14% higher than what had been budgeted.  The property tax and fuel tax came in slightly lower than 

budgeted.  Combining the un-audited revenue streams for the General Fund we came in $343,421.02 above 

what had been budgeted for the fiscal year. 

9. COMMUNICATIONS 
Council Member Gorum stated that the West Wendover Recreation District is down to the final five 

finalists for the Golf Pro position at Toana Vista.  The REC District will be holding a meeting on 

September 9, 2011 to hold final interviews. 

 

Council Member Gutierrez stated that he does not know Mr. Collazo and just wanted more information 

before making a decision on the liquor license. 

 

Council Member Carter stated that the Nevada League of Cities Conference in October 6-7, 2011 in 

Mesquite. 

10. *APPROVAL OF THE CLAIMS: 
Council Member Gorum made the motion to approve the claims for September 6, 2011, February 

insurance, March insurance, April insurance, May insurance, June insurance and July insurance.  The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Carter and passed unanimously. 

11. *NEXT MEETING DATE AND ADJOURNMENT 
The next meeting date is a regular meeting on September 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the West Wendover City 

Hall, Council Chambers #137.  Council Member Carter made the motion to adjourn at 7:38 p.m.  The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Briggs and passed unanimously. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Anna E. Bartlome 

City Clerk/Records Officer 












